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Rocky Bleier visits MBM students

By Steve Barrett

WAYNESBURG – Students 
at Margaret Bell Miller Middle 
School in Waynesburg recently 
received a visit from Pitts-
burgh athletic royalty.

Former Pittsburgh Steeler 
running back Rocky Bleier, 
who was drafted by the team 
in 1968 and played from 1971-
1980, visited the school on Feb. 
28 to kick off the “Quarter-
backs of Life Student Success 
and Leadership” program, 
which is being integrated at the 
school.

Bleier, co-chairman of the 
Beating the Odds Founda-
tion, which collaborates with 
school districts to provide the 
structured curriculum-based 
program, spoke to the students 
about achieving success in 
school and life in the face of 
everyday challenges by shar-
ing his own tale of overcoming 
severe leg injuries suffered 
during the Vietnam War to 
become a star running back on 
the team that won four Super 
Bowl Championships.

During the motivational and 
inspirational assembly, Bleier 
addressed the students of their 
own success stories and talked 
about the importance of having 
dreams, setting goals, over-
coming obstacles and, most im-
portantly, never giving up.

“This program is about beat-
ing the odds and learning to 
become leaders in school, in 
your community, and in life,” 
Bleier said.

Bleier talked about having 
to overcome obstacles his en-
tire life, including being told 
that he would never make it in 
professional football. However, 
through determination and 
hard work, he ended up be-
ing selected in the next-to-last 
round of the 1968 draft to play 
for the Steelers.

Before he could prove him-
self as a rookie, he was drafted 
again, this time for combat 
duty in Vietnam. A few months 
later, crippled by enemy rifle 
fire and grenade wounds to 
both legs, Bleier faced his big-
gest challenge. His wounds 
were so severe that they 
threatened his ability to ever 
walk again, much less return to 
playing professional football. 
For more than two years, he 
overcame obstacles and fought 
his way back.

The rest, as they say, is histo-
ry. Bleier not only regained the 
use of his legs, he went on be-
come a starting running back 
on a team that won four Super 
Bowls. His career highlights 
included rushing for 163 yards 
against Green Bay in 1975; 
teaming up with Franco Harris 
in 1976 to become the second 
pair of running backs from the 
same team to gain 1,000 yards 
in the same season; and scor-
ing the “go-ahead” touchdown 
in Super Bowl XIII in 1977. He 

retired from the Steelers at the 
end of the 1980 season.

Bleier’s inspirational story of 
overcoming adversity was doc-
umented in the book “Fighting 

Back,” which later became 
a popular television movie. 
Today, he travels the country 
as a motivational speaker and 
serves as co-chairman and a 

“Quarterback of Life” for the 
Beating the Odds Foundation.

The “Quarterbacks of Life 
Student Success and Leader-
ship” program is designed to 
help students achieve success 
in school and life in the face 
of everyday challenges and 
hardships.

Rocco Scalzi, founder and 
president of Beating the Odds 
Foundation, explained that 
“classroom teachers are the 
most significant mentors to 
their students for they are on 
the front line everyday sharing 
the best of themselves in help-
ing students to become caring 
and productive human beings 
and citizens of the world.”

In addition to teachers, Scal-
zi said, the program relies on 
the support of men and women 
who are “standouts in the way 
they conduct their lives and 
lead by example. 

These role models, called 
Quarterbacks of Life, offer 
hope and words of inspiration, 
and encourage students to 
achieve success in their own 
lives.”

Following the assembly, 
Bleier spoke with students 
about his life and career, sign-
ing autographs and displaying 
his Super Bowl rings.

This is the first year that the 
Margaret Bell Miller Middle 
School students will be partici-
pating in the Quarterbacks of 
Life program under the leader-
ship of Central Greene School 
District Superintendent Brian 
Uplinger and MBM Principal 
John Lipscomb.

The program is sponsored by 
Baily Insurance Agency, First 
Commonwealth Bank, Greene 
County Drug and Alcohol, US 
Foods and Walmart.

Also attending and partici-
pating in the motivational as-
sembly with Bleier was Rocco 
Scalzi; Meg Throckmorton of 
Waynesburg, who is recover-
ing from spinal cord injuries; 
and Greene County Sheriff 
Brian Tennant, who was diag-
nosed with and overcame brain 
cancer.

Bleier also kicked off the 
Quarterbacks of Life program 
at Mapletown Jr.-Sr. High 
School in November.

Former Steeler 
kicks off 
‘Quarterbacks 
of Life’ program

Former Pittsburgh Steeler running back Rocky Bleier poses with student leaders at Margaret Bell 
Miller Middle School following an assembly on Feb. 28 at the school. Bleier, also pictured below, 
visited the school to kick off the “Quarterbacks of Life Student Success and Leadership” program 
and spoke to students about achieving success in school and life in the face of everyday challenges. 
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